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1,204,986 Votes Decided: What Is The Best
Thing? - Tom Scott
In this video from Tom Scott he surveyed over 1.2 million
people to find out what was the best thing! After making
a long list of things to rank (7,188) he got people on the
internet to vote for items in head-to-head battles. Things
that were voted for many times moved to the top of the
list. Things that didn’t get voted for got moved to the bottom. Simple!
This lesson uses the third part of the video from 5:45
Photo by Anna Shvets from Pexels

What is the best thing you have on you now?

What is the best thing you have bough in the last year?

What is the best thing in your kitchen?

What is the best thing you own?

What was the best thing about this week?
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What are some of the worst things according to the list?

What demographics probably decided the vote?

What are the best things?
10.
9.
8.
7.
6.
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.
What are the highest ranked animals and colours?

How is love ranked?
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So, at this point, we had ranked everything. I don't want to spend too much time on the bottom of the list. It's a lot of
nasty diseases and unpleasant concepts. Also one of the Twilight movies.
I will say that The Worst Thing... is Lyme disease. I've no idea why. It did significantly worse than everything else, by a
good margin. Maybe, statistically, out of the thousands of items, one had to get a lot of unlucky matchups?
But, honestly, it is a really long way below any other item. "Coronavirus", also fairly low.
And anything religious did quite poorly, which makes sense: if you're not religious you're rarely going to vote for
anything to do with faith, and if you are religious you're hardly ever going to vote anything other than your own faith.
In hindsight, I should have done something like consolidate all the entries for faiths into one just called "religion".
Which I'm sure wouldn't have caused me any problems at all.
Anyway. The best things. First, let's be clear: these are the results as voted by the people who follow me on Twitter.
This is about "the best thing" as decided by, if we're honest, a group of English-speaking, extremely-online nerds.
However, that's also going to be a lot of the people who watch this video, so, I think it's fair to say, as voted by you:
here are the top ten best things.
At number 10, privacy. And ranked above privacy, at number 9, pizza. Is pizza better or more important than privacy?
[indecisive noise] ...but pizza is more likely to win a match-up, and that's what counts here!
By the way, the next highest food was ice cream, at number 43, and while that could imply that my audience have the
palates of five-year-olds, I think it's more that, while those may not be everyone's favourite foods, there are very few
people who actively dislike them, so they'll win a lot of generic match-ups just because of that.
The next items up: knowledge, creativity and logic. The foundations of human thought. Given my audience, that makes
a lot of sense.
At number 5: hugs. Which Wikidata clinically describes as "a form of endearment, universal in human communities".
Granted, it's 2020 as this video goes out, so they're less universal than they perhaps should be right now, but that's still
lovely.
Then we get to three items that I honestly wasn't expecting to be so high. At number 4: gravity. Sure, it's essential for
the entire universe to work, I just didn't expect it to beat "hugs". And then, at number 3… ...the Earth's magnetic field.
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Like I said, extremely-online nerds.Because, again, yes, essential for life to exist, but just to be clear, "air" and "fresh
water" only just made the top 25, and somehow the Earth's magnetic field is at number 3.
And it's at this point that I really start to doubt my own methodology. Because at number two is electricity. I do realise
that using an electronic device to run this poll does give that a certain advantage, but again, should that really be higher than air?
8:41 Stop Here - Skip to Minute 9
The best creatures are bees, then emperor penguins, then hedgehogs. The best colours are black, then blue, and the
worst is brown. Love doesn't even make it into the top 100, it's down at 137, next to Vitamin C and cryptography,
and if that doesn't prove my audience isn't representative of the wider world, I don't know what does.
Actually, I do know what does, heterosexuality lost more than 50% of its match-ups, while bisexuality was ranked only
one item below doctors. Yes, it is ridiculous to try and rank everything like this. But the results do reveal things about
this group of people, about the folks who tend to watch videos like this.
And perhaps the most revealing thing is what placed first. It doesn't just tell you about the needs and desires of this
audience, it's also something about the times we're living in. If we weren't in what seems to be such a rough year,
if I were giving this talk to a live audience, like I originally planned to, instead of a standing in front of a green screen
and talking to a camera in a tiny apartment, well, then, in that case maybe the results would have been different.
But the best thing, according to this audience in mid-2020:
the best thing is...
sleep.
Have a good night, folks.
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What is better pizza or ice cream?

Are hugs better than love?

Do you think sleep is the best thing?

Is privacy important to you?

What do you think is missing from the top ten?

Do you like ranking things? Do you ever make lists like this?

