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Can I Trust My Weather App? - BBC News  
This video from the BBC talks about where 
weather apps get their information and how it is 
presented to people. The video also talks about 
why weather apps can be wrong sometimes.  

Photo by Johannes Plenio from Pexels 

Do you have a weather app on your phone? How often do you use it? What is the forecast 
for this week? 

Have you ever been caught in bad weather? If so, what did you do? 

Have you ever had your day ruined by weather?  

https://www.pexels.com/@jplenio?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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Answer these questions true or false: 

1. It is very easy to understand weather app information.	 	 	 	 t / f 

2. Information sent from space is used in weather app forecasts. 	 	 	 t / f 

3. Weather forecast information can never be 100% accurate.		 	 	 t / f 

4. 70% chance of rain means it will rain for 70% of the day.	 	 	 	 t / f 

5. Weather changes quickly. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 t / f 

6. Weather apps are always updating. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 t / f 

7. All weather apps use the same rules to decide what information they show.	 t / f 

8. Temperatures are harder to predict.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 t / f 

9. Showers are not affected much by wind.	 	 	 	 	 	 t / f 

10. Future weather apps will be able to predict with better accuracy.		 	 t / f 

Can you summarise the article in 25 words or less? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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This transcript is adapted from autogenerated subtitles so there may be some mistakes. 

Weather apps! Instant forecasts in the palm of your hand. They show you the weather for the next 
hour day or week wherever you are. But interpreting the information can actually be quite tricky.  

So let me break it down for you. First of all, how do weather apps work? Well, meteorological data 
from weather stations and satellites around the world is analyzed by supercomputers which create 
forecasts that are updated multiple times a day. The latest forecast is what you then see on your app. 
some apps simplify the information into icons we're all familiar with. Others are more technical and 
complex but the important thing to remember is that these forecasts are usually based on probabili-
ty. In other words, the likelihood of a specific weather event happening this means there is always 
some uncertainty something might change. But expressing uncertainty in the weather app is not 
easy. Here's an example for you: 

You check the forecast for tomorrow and it shows a rain cloud with 70% by its side. most of us would 
think “oh it’s going to rain” because 70 is a high number right? But what that 70% is actually telling 
you is how certain you should be of that forecast. It's just a number. On a scale from zero to one hun-
dred percent and only one hundred percent would mean that it will definitely without a doubt rain at 
some point during the day. Seventy percent tells you that rain is likely that you should expect it but 
things could still change. It doesn't mean that it will rain 70% percent of the time on that day. And it 
doesn't mean it will rain on 70% of the area you're looking at.  

And keep in mind that the app is giving you the latest forecast available but the reality is that things 
can change very quickly apps. Make a new forecast as soon as they get new data and then the sym-
bols and numbers can change. Your app didn't get it wrong initially. It was just updating. So obvious-
ly the further ahead you look into the future the more likely things will change. And different apps 
have different algorithms, or rules, which decide which symbol is more important for any given 
weather probability.  

Here's another example for you what if the forecast tells you there is a 30% chance of a torrential 
downpour with thunder and lightning at your location at 3pm. Now 30% is quite a small number so 
should the app then display dry weather which is more likely or a torrential downpour. You'd proba-
bly want to be warned in case a massive storm hits you at 3pm regardless of the probability. On the 
other hand, if there is a 99% chance of a few spots of rain but the rain is going to be so light that 
you'd hardly notice, it would be confusing to show a rain symbol for the whole day. 

Some types of weather actually more difficult to predict than others. Temperatures are usually fairly 
accurate but showers are notoriously difficult to pinpoint. And that's because  showers form very 
quickly, they cover a small area, and with the slightest change in wind direction, they can drift off 
their predicted course and miss your location. So forecasting the weather is really complex because 
a lot could rapidly change. 

Weather apps are actually pretty great at telling us what to expect and as technology improves 
they're only going to get better. But they'll never be 100 accurate for everyone everywhere at the 
same time. 



	 	 Student Name ________________________

 

What are your five most used apps own your phone? What do you use them for? 

Are you the type of person who usually has an umbrella? 

If offered would you take 100 dollars now or a 50% chance to get either 50 dollars 
or 150 dollars (flip a coin)?  

Is there anything strange or interesting about the weather in your town or home-
town?  

Most people are very bad at guessing what will happen in the future. Does that in-
clude you? 

What type of weather do you like to dress for?  

Answers : 1. F   2. T   3. T   4. F   5. T   6. T   7. F  8. F   9. F   10. T


